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From:
Sent: Sunday, May 25, 2025 12:13 PM
To: Transportation
Cc: Ann Barkley
Subject: Traffic calming devices at intersection of N. Elmwood and Thomas

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization. 
 
To whom it may concern 
     Thank you for following through on the petition we submitted regarding excessive speeding on the 800 block of North 
Elmwood. 
     We have lived at   since 1987 and have witnessed some pretty bone‐headed driving by individuals, 
most likely, trying to avoid the traffic lights at Ridgeland and Division. The same can be said of people crossing Ridgeland 
at Thomas to effectively do the same.  
     What makes it even more dangerous is the fully tainted windows (excluding the front window) that seem to be 
allowed now. My wife and I are retired and walk our dogs in our neighborhood and can’t be sure the drivers even see us. 
There is no opportunity to establish eye contact. Add to this the number of people on Thomas who run the stop sign 
going east or west every day, all day long. 
     I like the Neck‐down/ Bulb‐out option on all four directions. I see them at Taylor park as well as River Forest and think 
they would do the trick while adding an attractive element to this historic district. 
 
Thank you for your concern and your service, John M. Barkley 

 
 

 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Approved Minutes
Transportation Commission 

Oak Park Village Hall 
June 9, 2025 

7:00 p,m 

PRESENT: Chair Burke, Commissioners Jenkins, Johnston-Ahlen, Johnson, 
Johnston-Ahlen, Comissioner Eskin 

ABSENT: NONE 

STAFF PRESENT: Assistant Village Engineer Chris Welch, CivilTech Consultant Kristen 
Hahn 

Roll Call:  Chair Burke called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

Ron Burke Present 
Jack Eskin Present 
Jenna Holzberg Absent 
Jason Jenkins Present 
Erika Johnson Present 
Julie Johnston-Ahlen Present 
Jason Nudelman Absent 

Agenda Approval: Commissioner Julie Johnston-Ahlen made a motion and commissioner Jason Jenks 
seconded it. – Vote passed unanimously  

Approval of Transportation Commission Meeting Minutes: commissioner Jason Jenkins made a 
motion and commissioner Jack Eskin seconded it. – Vote passed unanimously 

Non-Agenda Public Comment: Elizabeth Wren from the 300 Block of South Wesley made a public 
comment about available overnight parking permits on her block in permit area Y5. 

New Business 
a) Elmwood and Thomas Traffic Calming Petitions

CivilTech Consultant Kristen Hahn gave a summary of peak hour rush hour for traffic and pedestrian 
data. Data shows traffic is higher around school hours. Another type of data is mid-block data over 3 
days 85% of cars are going the correct speed in this area. Crash data was also evaluated and there 
was nothing to show high aggression in car accidents. Recommendations would be paint and post 



bump outs at all four corners of the intersection to go with the proposed neighborhood greenway 
treatments the area is already scheduled to receive in 2026.  A non-exhaustive list of these 
treatments includes a diverter at Thomas and Ridgeland preventing all movements except right turns 
onto and off of southbound Ridgeland, a speed feedback sign on the 800 block of Elmwood, a speed 
cushion west of the intersection on Thomas and a pavement marking and greenway signage.  A 
temporary no left turn from 4-6 pm sign on northbound Ridgeland is also proposed as an interim 
condition prior to the construction of the Diverter. 

Public Comment: 

Beth Fioretto from the 800 block of Elmwood spoke in support of the proposed changes  

Jesse Driscoll from the 700 block of Elmwood spoke in support of the proposed changes 

Jennifer Driscoll from the 700 block of Elmwood spoke in support of the proposed 

The Commission discussed the placement of the speed cushion on Thomas, preferring it to be to the 
east of the intersection closer to Ridgeland and asked about adding a speed cushion to the 800 
block of Elmwood near Division. 

Comissioner Esking gave a Motion to approve the proposed plan with the addition of the Speed 
Cushion on the 800 block of Elmwood and locating the proposed Thomas Speed Cushion East of the 
intersection of Thomas and Elmwood.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Jason Jenkins and 
passed unanimously.  

Old Business 
-Chair Burkes final commission meeting of his second term will be the July Transportation
Commission and the replacement or extension of the Chair were discussed.
-Status of Bike Plan Update was discussed; namely that the next step had not been finalized at this
time and it was possible the vote could be delayed from its tentative July 1, 2025 date.

Commissioner Jenkins motioned to adjourn which was seconded by Commissioner Jack Eskin and 
passed unanimously. 
Adjourn 7:59 pm 




